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Hible proofs that we are near the 
end of the last dispensation, © 
or age of tinie. 
= Ot 

OPVO ease the guilty conscience, and calm the fears 

Ww of hell in the ungodly, satan devised the 
Wie of Universalism. ‘“Hyery ‘sin shall be forgiven, 
ci and every road willend in heaven.” This falsehood,, 
which isan abomination in the light of the whole: 
' Bible, and utterly disgusting to reason and commor 
sense, soon became so exposed, and stripped naked 
by the Word of God, that satan himself became a- 
shamed of it. So he took the abominable beast 
back to the pit, sheared off some of its ugliness, put: 
some new dressing on it, and called it hell redemp- 
Ha tion. _ Then the devil got. astride the same old lie 
ee. and rode forth to console men on the road to hell, 
with the prospect of getting out all right, when tie 
coe ‘fires shall have burned up all their sins. But the 
a, a hammer: of fone: on was: ee to _this de- 











oh bb 
tet x 


2 

lusion untilits back was broken, and satan could 
not ride it any farther. So the devil getting weary 
of “WALKING THROUGH DRY PLACES,” finally, through 
the help of 0. T. Russel of Pittsburg Pa. has put 
the same old lie on its feet again, painted and dis- 
suised, and labeled “the age to come.” And now 
the fiend of hell has found “rest” for a “short time,” 
riding on the old creed, revived under a new name, 
and new garb. This Fat builthima very high 
tower, from which, by means of the devil’s tele- 
scope,he saw a very nice plan to comfort sinners on 
the read to perdition, and encourage them to give 
loose reins to the lusts of the flesh, and reject sal- 

vation now, with the hope of being saved in the age 
to come. 


Ist WE SHALL PROVE THAT WE ARE 
IN THE LAST DISPENSATION, 
OR AGE OF TIME. 


2nd THERE IS NO GENERAL REIGN OF | 
RIGHTEOUSNESS JUST PRECED- | 
ING THE SECOND ADVENT 
OF CHRIST. 


3rd THE COMING OF CHRIST, WE ARE | 
TO LOOK FOR. WILL BE THE IN- > 
STANT OF THE RESURRECTION 
OF ALL THE DEAD, THE FI- | 
NAL JUDGMENT, THE RE- 
WARD OF THE _RIGHT-. 
EOUS, AND PERDITION | 
OF THE WICKED. 


4th THE MILLENNIAL TRADITION oe 
PROVED UNSCRIPTURAL. ee 
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‘Taking up our first proposition, we prove that 
_the present is the last dispensation, or age of time. 
All through the Old Testament the present. dis- 
pensation was prophesied of as “the last day.” and 
“the last days.” What does this mean, if not what 
it really affirms? In Micah. 4: 1,2. The coming of 
Christ, the establishing of the mountain of the Lord’s 
house,—His Church-— and many nations flowing unto 
it, the law going forth of Zion, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem, was to take place in the last 
days. Now this clearly reters to the Church of God 
established at Jerusalem,and the Gospel going forth 
from that place to all nations onearth. So the last 
days began with the New Testament dispensation. 
it is not necessary to multiply texts of prophecy. 
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners 


spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these Jast days spoken unto us by the Son, 


whom he hath appointed heir of all things,by whom 

also he made the worlds.—Heb 1: 1, 2. 

_ Who verily was foreordained before the founda- ' 

tion of the world, but was manifest in these last 
times for you.—1 Pet. 1: 20. 

Here is the testimony of two inspired Avast “ 
that “these” be the last days. The last of these in 
the direct translation from the Greek in the HEm- 
phatic Diaglott reads thus, “having been manifested 


a but in the last of the times.” The revised transla- 


* tion renders thus, “who was foreknown indeed _ be- 
f fore the foundation of the world, but was manifest 
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at the end of the times for yoursake” This is pos- 
itive and clear. Christ’s first advent into the world 
was inthe “last of the times,” “the end of the times,” 
If there were a single text in the Bible that teaches 
- another dispensation of time it would bé a direct 

contradiction of the above scriptures. 

Knowing this first, that there shall come in the 
last days scoffers, eee after their own lusts.—2 
Peter 3: 3.. 

But, beloved, remember ye the words which were 
spoken befcre of the apostles of our. Lord Jesus 
Christ; how that they told you there should be mock- 
ers in the last time, who should walk after their 
own ungodly lusts. These be they who separate 
themselves. sensual, having not the ‘Spint. —Jude 
Lbs. de, 

ew we are told that there + would come scoffers 
in the last days, and that the same have alr eady 
appeared. The first, direct from the Greek is, “will 
come in last of the days.” The second, “in last 
time.” So we are in the last of the days—ages—in 
the last time Hence that an age of time is yet. te 
come, is utterly refuted. 





Having made known unto us the mystery of His 


will, according to His good pleasure which He has. — 


purposed in Himself:that in the dispensation of the | 


fulness of times He might gather together inoneall — 


things i in Christ, both which are in heayen and which on 
are on earth; even in Him: in whom also. we have 


Hee obtained an inher itance being predestinated accor de axe 
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ing to the purpose of Him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will.—Eph. 1: 9-11. 

_ This is very clear and conclusive. The marvel- 
ous tieasures of grace, and riches of glory that God 
- now giveth us are just what He purposed to bestow 
“in the dispensation of the fulness of times.” The — 
Apostle here asserts that we now enjoy the good 
things that God purposed to give in the “dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times.” Therefore we are in 
that dispensation. ‘The dispensation of the fulness 
of times,” can mean nothing but that dispensation 
that makes time full,or the last dispensation of time. 
“Time is a measured portion of duration.” We are 
then in the last measured portion of duration. 
Hence there is no age to come, no measured off 
thousand years. No. Time fills up with this dispen- 
sation, and only eternity remains. The Emphatic 
renders thus, namely these goed things come to us 
m “an administration of the fulness of the appoint- 
ed times, to reunite all things under one head,even 
under the Anointed One, the things in the heavens 
and the things on the earth.’ This unien of. the 
saints, even as the Father and Son are one, is the 
plan of God for this dispensation,as the whole Word 
teaches. Paul “bows his knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ from whom the whole family 
in heaven and earth is named.”—Eph. 3:,14, 15. 
There shall be one fold and one Shepherd.—John — 
10: 16. Here then we have the last Petes eaele of 
time, the last age of probation. oe 
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For then must He often have suffered since the: 
foundation of the world: but now once in the end 
of the world hath He appeared to put away | sin bed 
the sacrifice of Himself.—Heb. 9: 26. es 
“Bur Now ONCE FOR ALL AT A COMPLETION OF THE 
AGES.” —Emphatic. 
‘SCNow ONCE FOR ALL IN THE END OF THE AGES. /—— 


~ Revised translation. 


- Had it been in the singular, the age, it anieht he 
thought to mean that He any eaned | in the end: oF 
the Jewish age. But avanon, is clearly in the plu- 
ral. The end of the ages, must evidently mean that 
Christ was manifest in the ending up age of time. 
This is so clear that there isno appealfromit. The 
present,being the completion of the ages,utterly ex- 
cludes the idea of another age to come. 

We will notice some texts that false teachers. 
wrest into defense of a coming age of time. — 

But God who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 
grace ye are saved;) And hath raised usup together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. That in the ages to come he might shew the 
exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness toward. 
us, through Christ: Jesus—Eph. 2: 4-7. 

Verse 7, in the Emphatic Diaglott is rendered 
thus. “In ye that he might exhibit,in rnosr ages — 
which are APPROACHING. the SURPASSING wealth of 


| his FAVOR, De kindness towards us in OE Te esus. 
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_ Ages do not always mean dispensations. It sim- 
ply denotes periods of time. Thus in the present 
dispensation we have had the Apostolic age, the 
“dark age,’ the Protestant age, and now we_ have 
reached the evening light age. The question is, 
do the above ages to come, refer to ages and cen- 
turies in the present dispensation, or to an age to 
follow the present Holy Spirit dispensation? Let. 
the Word answer. Weare told that ‘God raised 
the primitive saints and apostles up together with 
Christ and caused them to sit with Himin heaven- 
ly places in Christ Jesus; that in the ages'then ap- 
proaching He might shew the exceeding riches of 
His grace, in His kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus.” Observe that the riches of grace that -was 
to be shown in the ages to come, are not provisions 
of salvation of another kind, than those of the pres- 
ent dispensation, but the riches of grace the Apos- 
tles were raised up to give us. [tis a fact that the 
grace of God that has come down throngh the ages 


from the Apostles to us, have come through the A- 
postle’s salvation, inspiration, and writing. Hence 
it is a fact they were lifted up*that. in tie veges fol- 
lowing themto the endoftini.. the grace of 


God might be shone forth. [tis a fact that not one 
thing is here promised to the awes to come except- 
ing Apostolic salvation;hence there is no! the slight- 
est intimation here of another dispensational age te 
come, with other means and agencies of salvation 
than those now tendered to all men through Christ 
and the Apostles. ‘ 


» 


‘ 
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The following two scriptures are eeanrted to for ) 


some hope of a future chance of life. 
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 


just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by 


the Spirit: by which also He went and preached un- 


to the spirits in prison; which sometime were diso- 


bedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, 
wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by wa- 
ter—1 Pet. 3: 18-20. 

For, for this cause was the Gospel preached also 
to them that are dead, that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live according to | 
God in the spirit. But the end of all things is at 


hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto pray- 
er—1 Pet. 4: 6, T. 
There are reasonable interpretations of these 


mysterious Scriptures, that avoid the idea of men 
having the Gospel preached unto them after disem- 
bodied. But we do not at all need them to prove 
that there is no future chance to escape from sin 
and hell. Suppose we admit that the Gospel was 
offered to the antideluyians after leaving this world. 
That would not prove a similar offer will be extend- 


ed to men who live in the Gospel age, and reject 
the Son of God. We have nothing to do with the 


antideluvians. What does God say to this age? : 
‘That is the question. ‘He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved, ot he that Sebati not a 


be damned.” 


bed 


% 
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Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, 
and ye shall seek me, and shali die in your sins: 
whither I go,ye cannot come. © Then said the Jews, 
Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I 
go, ye cannot come. And he said unto them, ye 
are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this 
world; I am not of this world. I said therefore un- 
to you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye be- 


lieve not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.— 


John 8: 21-24. 

“The Gospel of the Kingdom must be preached in 
all the world, for a witness to every nation. then 
shall the end come.” : : 

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him. —John 3: 36. 

The uniform voice of the entire Bible is that the 
Gospel of Christ offers the last hope of mercy to 


_Adam’s fallen race. When the Gospel shall have 


been preached in all the world, for a witness to ev- 
ery nation, then shall the end come. The end of 
what? The end of time, theend of salvation. Then 
shall the Kingdom of Heaven beshut and all stand- 
ing withont shall be cast into hell. Then shall the 


end come. After speaking of the Gospel having 
been preached to them that are dead, the apostle 
. immediately adds, ‘But the end of all things is at 


hand, be ye therefore sober and watch unto pray- 


4 er.” The man tnat reads these words and says in 
Ta his heart, I will live and die in my sins, and after 


: 
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this life God will save my soul, simply presumes to: 
make God a liar, to indulge the present, lusts and 
desires of hisdepraved heart. ‘The end of all things. 
is at hand,” saith God’s Word. Another age of re-. 
demption is coming saith the devil’s false prophets. 
“Let God be true and every man a liar.’”’, ‘Behold 
now is the day of salvation: behold now is the ac- 
cepted time.” Saith the Lord. The age to come 
wili be the time of salvation, says the disputer 
of this world, the enemy of truth. ! 
“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed, lest at any time we should let them slip. For 


if the word spoken by angels was steadfast and ey- 


ery transgression and disobedience received a just 
recompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation; which at the first began 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
us by them that heard him.’’—Heb. 2: 1-3. 

Here is the salvation published by Christ and 
confirmed by His apostles. Itis a “great salva- 
tion,” a perfect redemption, and how shall we es- 
cape if we neglect it? How! The Bible only auiswers 
by saying there is no escape. 

“Hor yourselves know perfectly that the day of 
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a.. 
woman with child; and they shall not escape.”—1 
Thess. 5: 2, 3. | 

There is no escape to men. who neglect this great 


é LN 


tI 
salvation that is now offered through the Lord Je 
sus Christ. So positively asserts the Word. of God, 
but hell redemption age-to-come preachers of satan 
say there is another chance to come. God help men 
to repent of their wicked presumption. ‘He that 
being often reproved and hardeneth his neck shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” 

That there is no age to come with superior means 
of salvation, is evident from the fact that perfec- 
tion is ascribed to the present plan and provisions of - 
erace. 

Peter testified that the prophets, and even the 


angels, tried to search into the great salvation which. 
God had prepared for the world, “unto whom it 
was revealed, that not unto themselves,’—nor yet . 


unto an age following the present, “but unto us 
(the present dispensation) they did minister the 


things which are now reported unto you by them. 
that have preached the Gospel with the Holy Ghost 
sent down from heaven.’’—1 Peter, 1: 10-12. Does | 
not this positively prove that all past dispensations . 

were but temporary, and preparatory, and that the 
present sheds a perfect light upon what was before 
in the dark, is the complete unfolding of the pre- 
cious plan of Divine mercy, the climax of human. 


redemption? “For the law made nothing perfect... — 


but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the 
which we draw nigh unto God. 


- By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better 
* oo ananhen e 3 
Wher efore Heis able to save them to the utt vermost ' 
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“that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth 
‘to make intercession for them.—Heb. 7: 19, 22, 25. 

The law was not perfect as a means of salvation, 
‘but the bringing in of a “better hope,” contained in 
Christ’s “better Testament,” does make us perfect, 
and by this perfect hope we now draw nigh ‘unto 
God, through Christ who is “able to save them to 
the uttermost that come untoGod by Him.” Uttermost 
-salvation is now offered to mankind, and no future 


plan can exceed that which is already the utter- 
most grace of God. 
“And these all, having obtained a good reopen 


through faith, pehoirod not the promise: God having 
provided some better thing for us, that they with out 
vas should not be made perfect.’’—Heb. 11: 39, 40. 
Even the patriarchs, and holy characters of all 
past ages, could only be made perfect through the 
“fullness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ” 
‘now clearly revealed to us. Mark you the Apostle 
did not say that they, and we also, depend upon a 
‘futare revelation of light and power to make them 
perfect, as the age to come teachers affirm. But 
the eyes of all past ages were turned to the present 
-dispensation, to make them perfect. Their best and 
-only hope was the sacrifice ef Christ, which they 
‘but dimly saw through the types and promises. But 
now He is fully manifest, a perfect Saviour. : 
“For by one offering ne hath perfected for ever 


“them that are sanctified.”—Heb. 10: 14. 
vt M ake you perfect in every good work to do 


7 is” will, working: in you that wiih is: well- Wet 


1s 


pleasing in His sight, througi Jesus. Christ; te: 
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen!—Heb. 13: 
20, 21... | | ‘ 

“Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus: 
minded: and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, : 
‘sod shall reveal even this unto you.”—Phil. 3 : 15. 

“fHowbeit we speak wisdom among them that are- 
periect, (el Gor. Ze 6. 

Many similar texts could be cited, but these few~ 
are sufficient to prove that salvation, in the present 
dispensation, has reached the summit of perfection. 
Perfection is provided for in Christ, is received 
through His grace, enjoyed, and. testified to in this 
life. The allwise God Himself can add no improv-- 
ment to that which is already perfect. The perfec-- 
tions of Gospel Redemption, are: | 

1. Perfect provisions are now made to save and. 
preserve men and women free from all. sin, in. the 


holy image of God. . ee 

2. The highest inducements are held. out for” 
men to es the same. 3 

3. The most solemn warnings are given as to 


the fatal results of neglecting so great salvation. 

4, The most powerful attractions that Heaven 
can devise, now center in Christ, the crucified Son 
of God, set forth before us. 

5. The eternal truth of God, and His exceeding 
great and precious promises, sealed by the blood of” 

_ Christ, backed up by miracles, and confirmed | by 
3 : the oath of the Almighty, is the best possibie foun- 
dation of faith God can ever give to man. Having: 
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_ seven“spdken’to us in these last days by His Son.” 


6. The Holy Spirit, the peculiar heritage of 


“this dispensation, is‘the most potent agent to con- 


-~vict the world of sin, of righteousness and of judg- 
ment to come, and quicken men into life, that the 
Eternal God-head can employ, being the effectual 


operation of the Almighty Himself. 


Since God invested man with the power of voli- 
tion, He will never ignore His own work, and save 


man against his will,-and “what can the Almighty _ 
.do more than He has done?” So the poor deceived | 


soul who consoles himself that he can live in sin here, 


-and a more effectual plan of salvation will fit him 


for heaven in a future age, will wake up in hell, to 
find he had rejected the only perfect salvation, and 
the infinite leve of God, and believed a lic that he 
might be damned, who had pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness, and chose AA the love oF the pe that he 
‘might be saved. 

But will there not bea Fitare chance for ee 


“heathen who heard not the ‘good news of Christ’s 
-death for them? “These having not the law are a 


law unto themselves;”’ 
“Which shew the work of the law written in 


“their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else 


excusing one another; inthe day when God _ shall 


if judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according 
“to my Gospel.”—Rom. 2: 15, 16. 


This is plain. “In the Hey when oon shall ae | ; 


ins ne AGEN 
i f 
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the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to the 
Gospel,” some will be judged by the moral “law writ- 
ten in their hearts, their conscience accusing or ex- 
cusing”’ them. The faculty of right and wrong is 
a constitutional part of man’s being. While the 
standard varies according to the degree of light re-— 
ceived, ths sense of moral responsibility is universal. 
And everybody will be judged by the standard of 
his highest conception of right; and “‘as many as 
have sinned without law (any Divine revelation) 


shall also perish without law; and as many as have _ 


sinned in the law shall be judged by the law”— 
Rom, Pfaid UY 
The ave to come theory teaches that men who 
have died without having received the Gospel, or 
who had but partial teaching of the same, will have 
another chance in the future. The ‘above Script- 
ures prove the theory a lie. Because it positively 
teaches that the final day of judgment will find 
men who were never blessed with the light of Divine 
revelation, and they will be judged by their own 
best idea of what was right. While the Gospel 
brings to men an exalted privilege of soul advance- 
ment in knowledge, righteousness and bliss, it will 
be more tolerable for the heathen that never heard 
it, in the day of judgment, than for all who have 
the Gospel, but through the devices of satan, neg- 
lect its great salvation. ae 





2 NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT WICKED- 
NESS SHALL BE PREVALENT, _ 
AT THE END OF THIS | 
DISPENSATION. 

“And as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be. 
also in the days of the Son of man. They did eat, 
they drank, they married wives, they were given 
in marriage, until the day that Noah > entered into 
the ark, and the flocd came, and destroyed them all. 

Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they 
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded; but the same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone 
from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus 
shall it be in the day when the Son of man is _ re- 
vealed.”—Luke 17: 26-30: 

When the Son of man shall be “revealed from 
heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance upon the 
ungodly,” this world shall be found “in a Sodom 
state, and not in a millennial glory. 

“This know also, that in the last days ans 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, _ 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unboly, without | 

natural affection, trucebreakers, false uccusers, in- 

_ continent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 

traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but 


denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 


For of this sort are they which creep into house 
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and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts, ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

But evil men and seducers shal] wax worse and 
worse, deceiving, and being deceived.”—2 Tim.3:1— 
7,13. The Old Testament frequently speaks of the 
last days, refering to the last, or present dispensa- 
tion. But the Apostle was already in the last dis- 
pensation, therefore he must have meant the close 
of the same. A general reign of deception, evil 
men, and seducers, waxing worse and worse, are 
the general characteristics of the human family at 
the approach of the end of the world. This corre- 
sponds with the words of Christ in Matt. 24 : 11-13 

—‘And many fatse prophets shall rise, and shall 
deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, 
the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall. 
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” 

It will be a time when men Shall be subjected to 
great endurance. This would not be the case if 
7 righteousness generally prevailed. This time of en- 
durance shall extend even “unto the end.” Now 
this is a part of the Savior’s answer to the question, 
‘What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the world;” hence describes the state of 
things just prior to His second coming. And these 
things, we may truly add, are just now present, so 
we know that the coming of the Lord is nigh, by 
_ the signs He has given us. This state of general 


deception, iniquity abounding, and the love of 
- many waxed cold—a striking picture of present 


facts —is declared to be the result of “many false 


be) eee: 9 who “shall deceive many.” is Bae Bakes ea 
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made tt SEP Ane and who are they? An- 
swer. 

‘‘But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers among 
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring 
upon themselves swift destruction. And many 
shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 
And through covetousness shall they with feigned 


words make merchandise of you: whose judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damna- 
tion slumbereth not.”—2 Pet. 2: 1-3. 

The false teachers that should appear and de- 
eeive many, which is one of the signs of Christ’s 
eoming, are simply the teachers that bring in dam- 
nable heresies, namely sects, from hAazreszs. This 
word is only found ten times in the Greek New Tes- 
tament. ‘Translated sect five times, namely Acts 5: 
17; 15: 5; 24:5; 26:5; 28:22. The same word 
is changed to ioe four times, as follows, Acts 
24:14; Gal. 5: 20; 2 Pet. 2: 1; a Cora lao ae 
this last instance it is feanalated sect in the margin. 
The same word in different form is changed to here- 
tic in Titus 3: 10. The German renders 2 Pet. 2: 1 
“destructive sects.” | 

This great apostasy, formality and deception that. 
was to have a general reign in the last days or very 
end of this dispensation, is all brought about by 


sect builders, and sectism, and truly the many are a ‘ 
to-day “following their pernicious NYSE Sra an 
ee ee have forsaken the ri ight ey and are aonk 


eh Ws: Nev 
a! Oe ye 
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gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son 
of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness. 

_ “These are wells without water, clouds that are 
earried with a tempest; to whom the mist of dark- 
ness is reserved forever. 

“While they promise them liberty, they thems 
selves are the servants of corruption: for of whom 
€& man is EN, of the same is he brought in 
bondage.”’—2 Pet. 2: 15, 17,19. And all this de- 
ceived generation of ee scoffers were to be in 
the last days. 2 Pet. 3:3. At the very time when 
men should be looking for Christ’s coming, these 
scoffers are ‘saying where is the promise of His 
coming.’’—3: 4.. Does this look like a general 
reign of righteousness just before Christ’s coming? 
Nay. ‘“‘The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall’depart from the faith, giv- 
ing heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience 


. seared with a hot iron.”—1 Tim. 4: 1, 2. 


“How that they told you there should be mock- 
_ers in the last time, who should walk after their 
own ungodly lusts. These be they who separate 
themselves, sensual, not having the pine se ude 
Boos ee 

We have but to look at the sensual and devilish 
festivities, and shameful sect sprees of to-day to see 
this fuifilled. “These be they who separate them 


selves, sensual, having not the Spirit.” - Is-not the | 
religion prevalent to-day all. separated into isms, 
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schisms and parties? And where is there a possible 
chance for a general reign of righteousness, before 
the coming of Christ, when it is expressly stated 
that this great mass of deceived souls “will wax 
worse and worse,” until the “wickedness of the earth” 
shall be so great, the sickle of divine wrath shall 


ww e .7 e ° e 
be thrust in, for the harvest of sin will even be ripe - 


for judgment.—Joel 8:18. This line of prophecy 
might be very much drawn out, but enough proof is 
here given that there will be no general reign of 
righteousness on earth this side of Christ’s coming. 

However we should say the Scriptures do clearly 
teach that a small, but pure, and perfectly holy 
remnant shall be gathered out of the mass cf cor- 
ruption, who shall be arrayed in white raiment, the 
bride of the Lord, and ready for His coming. 

There being no millennial reign of truth, peace 
and love on earth,this side of Christ’s coming,we now 
see if such an event will follow His return, as one 
branch of millenniumism teach. Nothing of the 
kind is taught in the Bible. 


Pay 








3. THE COMING OF CHRIST WE ARE TO 
LOOK FOR WILL BE THE INSTANT 
OF THE GENERAL RESURRECTION, 

THE FINAL JUDGMENT, THE RE- 
WARD OF THE RIGHTEOUS IN 
HEAVEN, AND THE PER- 

DITION OF THE WICK- 

EDINTO ETERNAL 
PUNISHMENT. 

The Scriptures we have cited to show the Sader 
condition of the world in general at the close of 
the present dispensation will have to suffice, for 
evidences that Christ’s coming is near at hand, 
and we will proceed at once to see the manner of 
His coming and what will immediately follow. 

_ Since the first advent of Christ into the world in 
the flesh, His further coming was prophesied of on- 
ty in two forms. 

- Ist In the power of the Comforter. 

2nd His literal second advent. tn 

“If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I 


will pray the Father, and He shall give you anoth-. 


er Comforter, that He may abide with you forever. 
_Eyen the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth 
Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, 


and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfort- ~ 


jess: I will come to you.”—John 14: 15-18. 
Here we see His coming is clearly identified with 


1a _ the coming of the Holy Spirit, which was ue result 
‘eee from His going to Uns Father. 
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“A little while, and ye shall not see me: and a- 
gain, a little tile and ye shall see me, because I 
go to the Father.”—John 16: 16. 

His coming in the Spirit was to be in a little 
while after His departure in the body. This was 
fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, and has been re- 
peated from that time to this, in every wholly sane- 


tified and fire-baptized disciple of Christ. Besides — 


this coming of Christ in the power of the Comfort- 
er, there is no coming promised but His second _ lit- 


eral and visible coming at the end of the world to 


judge and reward all men. 

“And when He had spoken these things, while 
they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud re- 
ceived Him out of their sight. And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, 
behold, two men stood by them in white apparelg 
Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 


like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.” 
—“Aets 1; 9-11, : 
This is a plain cintement “This same Jesus * * * 


shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him 


go into-heaven.” He went bodily and visibly, in 
like manner He will return. ‘A cloud received 


te 


Him‘out of their sight,” so He will also come in a. 


cloud. And just so ihe Word of the Lord repeat- 
edly affirms He will come. 


_ “A fiery stream issued and came forth from be- | 
| fore Him: thousand thousands minis stered unto Ghoune phat 0S 
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and ten thousand times ten thetsand stood ‘before 
Him: the judgment was set, and the books were 
opened. I beheld then because of the voice of the 
great words which the horn spake: I beheld even 


till the beast was slain, and His body destroyed, 


and given to the burning flame. I saw in the 
night visions, and behold, one like the Son of man 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of days, and they brought Him near before 
Him.”— Dan. 7: 10, 11, 13. , 

‘And then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the ciouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.”—Matt. 24: 30. | 

“Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: neverthe- 
less I say unto you, hereafter shall ye see the Son 
of man sitting on the right hand of power, and com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven.”—Matt. 26: 64. 

“And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the pow- 
ers that are in heaven shall be shaken. And then 
shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory.”—Mark 13: 25, 26. 

“But He held His peace, and answered nothing | 

Again the high priest asked Him, and said unto 
Him, Art thou the Christ the Son of the blessed? 
And Jesus said, [ am: and ye shall see the Son’ sit- 
ting en the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven.” —Mark I4: 61, 62. | 


“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
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moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress 
of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves 
roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
And then shall they see the Son of man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory.’’—Luke 21: 25-27. 

‘Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye 
Shall see him, and they also which pierced Him: 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because- of 
Him. Even so, Amen!”—Rev. 1: 7 
_ Here are seven declarations that He will come in 
sea cloud,” or “in clouds.” And at that time the. 
“judgment will be set,” and the beast, (all false re- 
ligion) destroyed. Some of the latter day blind 
teachers have imagined that the clouds mean troub- 
le, and that He has already come in the present 
religious commotions and revolution of thought 
that is going on in these last days. Some of these 
teachers acknowledge still another, a personal com- 
ing, and others think there is no other coming of 
Christ to be looked for. But this modern “pres- 
ence of Christ” theory is without foundation in the 
Word of God. The testimony is that when He 
comes in the clouds of heaven every eye shall see 
Him; which is not true of His spiritual presence, in 
which He manifests Himself to the saints and not 
to the world. 

Thus saith the Watch Tower, GRestinuon work 
which had a beginning in our Lord’s ministry was — 
deferred until the Messiah shall come a second 
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time.” “The healing of some of the sick, and the 
awakening of a few of the dead of Israel, shadowed 
forth the greater work to be accomplished at His _ 
second presence, during the millennium.” ; 

“His redemption work at Calvary * * * was 
the basis for all the great works of restitution 
in which we shall be engaged with Him in the 
times of restitution—which will indeed be far great- 
er than anything done by our Lord at the first ad- 
vent; for the awakening of the dead and healing of 
the sick was only partial then,—as nothing com- 
pared to the full health and vigor of perfect and 
everlasting life, all that was lost in Adam, which 
will be offered to all during the millennium.” “His 
appointed time for restitution is the millennial age. 
Seeing this to be God’s plan, we must restrain our- 
selves and neither desire nor ask restitution work 
before restitution times.” 


These quotations from the babel Tower of July, 
1888, are sufficient to set forth the “doctrines of 
devils” it advocates. It may be summed up as 
follows. ! 


1st The time of restitution has not yet come. 

2nd It is not God’s purpose to restore souls and 
bodies from sin and disease in this age, as a rule. — 

8rd At Christ’s second coming a millennial age is 
going to commence in which health and sternal 
_ life will be offered to all men, and in which there 
will be a universal salvation offered to all the raee 
of men that were lost in Adam’s fall. And in that: 
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~mext age we will all have a chance to be engaged’ 
with Christ in the restoration of lost men. 
These statements are directly contrary to the 
Word of God. | | 
First in Acts 3: 21. Of Christ it is affirmed that. 
“the heayen must receive Him until the times of 
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by 
the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world 
began.” The word ‘restitution’ is from Apokatas- 
tascos, in the Greek which is defined in Young’s 
Analytical Concordance as follows. “A putting ° 
down again.” It is a fact that Christ came to put - 
_ down the rebellion that satan inaugurated on_ this. 
earth. He began it by “leading captivity captive.” 
Or by re-capturing by His sceptre of love, the 
hearts of men who had been captivated by sin and 
satan. So the restitution began with the kingdom: 
which “smote the image on its feet,” i. e., was set 
up during the Roman Empire, and which caused 
“satan’s kingdom. to fall like lightning.” This: 
putting down of evil is thus foretold in Micah 7: 19:. 
“He will turn again, He will have cotapassion upon 
us; He will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt 
cast. all their sins into the depths of the sea.,’ | 
Thus the restitution is going on throvgh the 
mighty power of Divine grace. And will be con- 
summated in a second policy, namely the Divine 
wrath, manifest upon the wicked at the revelation: 
of Jesus Christ, ““who shall change our vile (decay-_ ! 
| ng) body, that it may be fashioned like unto His 
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- glorious body, according to the working whereby | 
He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself.” 
—Phil. 3: 20, 21. Here we see clearly that the 
Plabons alee down, or subjugation of all 
things, will be consummated at the time of the res- 
urrection. Two Scriptures will be sufficient here to 
show all things shall be subdued unto Christ at the 
time of the resurrection. 

“And many of them that sleep in the dust Be the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.”— Dan. 
py 

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear His 
voice, and shall come forth; they that haye done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 


have done evil, unto the i of damnation.’ ; 
John 5: 28, 29. 
It is not a faa restoration of all men unto salva— 


tion, but the crowning of all who have been sub- 
jected to God, through Christ Jesus, and the eter- 


nal damnation of all who went down to their graves 
in sin and unrighteousness. 
That God does not, as arule, wish to save and 


heal men now, isa base satanie falsehood.. “Be- 
hold now is the accepted time, behold now is the | 
day of salvation.””—2 Cor. 6: 2. : 

8rd. That a millennial age of salvation will 
follow the second advent of Christ, is a lie against 
the whole Word of God. To the Word we now 
appeal to find out how He will come, and what will. 
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ammediately follow. 

ist He will come very suddenly. : 

“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
‘shineth-even unto the west; so shall also the com- 
ing of the Son of man be.”—Matt. 24 : 27 

2nd. With holy Angels. 

‘“Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me, 
and of my words, in this adulterous generation, of 
him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when 
He cometh in the glory of His Father with the ho-., 
ly angels.”——_Mark 8 : 38. 

Many other Scriptures teach the same, some of 
which will appear under other heads. 

‘3rd. The second coming of Christ will be the. 
‘hour in which all that are in the graves shall hear 
His voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of dam- 
nation.’’—John 5 : 28-30. 

Which the following Scriptures positively prove. 

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and be- 
vcome the first of them that slept. For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resurrection — 
of the dead. For asin Adam all die, even so in 
‘Christ-shall all be made alive. But every man in His 
‘own order: Christ the first-fruits; afterward they 
that are Christ’s at His coming. Then cometh the 
end, when Ve shall have delivered up the king- 
lom to God, even the Father; when He shall have 
put downall rule, and .all authority and power. 
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For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies 
under His feet. The last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death.”—1 Cor. 15 : 20-26. 

For our conversation is in heaven; from: whence: 
also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto Elis glorious body, according to 
the working whereby He is able even fo subdue all 
. things unto Himself.—Phil. 3 : 20, 21. 

But I would not have you ignorant, brethren, ; 
concerning them which are asleep thateye SOrrow 
not, even as others which have no hope. Jor if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them: 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. 
For this we say unto you by the Word of the Lord, 
‘that we which are alive and remain unto the coming’ 
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.. 
For the Lord Himself shail descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first; then we which are alive and remaim 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds: 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.—I Thess. 4 : 13-17. | 

In the first passage it is explicitly stated that “the | 
resurrection of the dead’’ namely all the dead, wilf 
take place “at His doming.” Then cometh (not 2 
thousand years of millennium and salvation work, | 
but then cometh) tne enp, when He shall have de-_ 

_ livered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 
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~when He shall (not proceed to save the ungodly 
who rejected Him here, but) have put down all rule, 
and authority, and power, and put all enemies 
(all sinners) under His feet, by their resurrection 
‘to damnation. So when the whole Redemption 
«scheme shall have been consummated; the dead 
raised, the righteous rewarded, and the remaining 
enemies turned into hell, Christ our Mediator leaves 
‘the mediatorial throne, delivers up the kingdom to 
‘God, even the Father, “that God may be all in all.” 
‘This whole statement is clear. The coming of 
‘Christ will be the instant of the resurrection of- the 
‘dead, and of “all things put under Him,” “all ene- 
mies put under His feet,” and the final end of His 
mediatorial reign, hence the end of all mercy for 
tthe lost. | 

The second passage points to the second coming . 
of Christ,and the glorification of our bodies,as cc-inci- 
ent events, and also that of all things being sub- 
dued unto Himself. The last enemy being death, is 
‘subdued in the resurrection from the dead, in which 
act Christ finishes His work, and delivers all over 

-to:ithe ‘Father. 

The third of the above Scriptures, speaks of 
“God bringing with Him them that sleep.”” Name- 
dy the spirits of the saints who had become absent 
from the body and were present with the Lord. 
When the dead shall be resurrected, and the living 

| changed. The departed saints re-enter their glori- 
re fied, bodies, and the living are changed into the 
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same state of immortality. Then all the right- 
eous shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” Here 
again the resurrection is to take place at Christ’s 
~ coming, and our entering into the final and everlast- 


ing reward with the Lord. 
4th. The instant of Christ’s second coming.which 


the signs He has given us show is near at hand, 
even at the door, will be the time when the final judg- 
ment of the quick and dead shali take place; the right- 


eous be haa and the wicked consigned to 
endless hell. ) 
“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the 


whole world, and lose: his own soul? or what. shall 
aman give in exchange for his soul? For the Son 
_ of man shall come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels,and then He shall reward every man ac- 
cording to his works.”—Matt. 16 : 26, 27. 

‘And to you who are troubled rest elk us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His 
power. When He shall come to be glorified in His 
saints, and tobe admired in all them that believe 


(because our testimony among you was believed) in 
that day.—2 Thess. 1: 7-10. 
“I charge Thee therefore before God, and the 


‘ Lord Je Jesus Christ, AG shall Judge the quick and 


32 


dead at His appearing and His kingdom.—2 Tim. 4: 1. 

Hencforth there is laid up for me acrown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love His appearing.—2 Tim. 4: 8. 

And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam prophe- 
sied of these, saying,the Lord cometh with ten thou- 
sand of His saints,to execute judgement up on all,and 
to convince allthat are ungodly among them ofall 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com- 
mitted, and of all their hard speeches which ungod- 
dy sinners have spoken against Him.—Jude 14, 15. 

Let us now glance briefly at all the above texts. 
‘The first in Matt. 16, isa blast of warning to all 
men, that Christ will come in the glory of His Fa- 
ther, “and then” at that time, “He shall reward ev- 
ery man according to his works,” and then there 
wall be no more escape from sin, but the wicked 
all have forever lost their soul. 

No place is left for a thousand years of millenni- 
um in 2 Thess. 1: 7-10. The next great event that 
God’s people are instructed to look fer, is the rev-_ 
elation of Jesus from heaven. Not to save the un- 
godly, as the Tower of lies in Pittsburg, and other 
blind sinners presumptiously teach; but “in flam- 
ing fire, taking vengeanceon them that know not 
God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Je- . 
sus Ohrist-’? Whose. punishment will not be for a. 
season, short or long, but “with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
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glory of His power.” Observe that on about every 


mention of the Lord’s coming, it is said He will 
come with “great glory,” the “glory of His Father,’ 
ete. This very awful glory is what is going to drive 


the wicked from His presence, and from heaven for- 


ever and ever. 

In 2 Tim. 4: 1, 8, it is positively declared that | 
Christ will judge We “quick”— just changed to im 
mortality,—and the dead,—just then raised from 





their graves.—at His appearing, and in that day the 
- Apostle and all who love the locas appearing, will 


be crowned. 3 
In some places the resurrection, and reward of 
the righteous only is spoken of in connection with 
the coming of Christ, from which fact some have 
blindly imagined that only the righteous will then 
be raised up and rewarded, and the wicked left in-- 
their graves until a eibeaten time. But the rea- 
son the righteous only are mentioned in those in- 
stances is simply because the hope and reward of 
the righteous alone were under consideration at 
that time. In other places we see both the lot of 
the just and the unjust spoken of as being eternally 


_ fixed at the coming of, and judgment of Christ. And 


in the above quotation from Jude 14, 15, only the 


- ungodly are spoken of as meeting ye aval doom 


at the coming of Christ; simply because Jude was 


_ there speaking of that class. In all such cases the 


whole Scripture must be taken together, and not. 


; an isolated text. 


Now! let us have a solid lesson right from the lips . 
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of Jesus. He predicted the utter destruction of ed 


Temple—Matt. 24: 2. The disciples asked im, 


“saying, Tell us when shall these things be? and 


what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the world?”—_ver. 8. The ky found | no- 
fault with this coincident blending of His coming 





-and of the end of the world; but proceeded to one 
them information concerning the destruction of the — 
Temple, and signs by which the Church should 
know that His second advent was nigh, even at : 


the door. Following the above questions we have two 


whole chapters directly treating on His second com- 
ing. Some clear signs were given, which we will 
have to pass over.. But let us take up the Savior’ s 


solemn lessons concerning the manner and results. 


of His coming. In verse 27, we learn that Iis : 


coming will be very sudden, even as the light 
ming. This is the manner of His coming the Church 
3s now under charge of Christ to lock for. — 

“But ofthat day and hour knoweth no man, no, not 


the angels of heaven,but my Father only. But as the | 
days of Noah were, so shall also the cominy of the 


Son of man be. For as the days that were before 


the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying - 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah en- | 


tered into the ark. And knew not until the flood - 
came, and took them all away; so. ‘shall also ie 
coming of the Son of man be. ”__Matt. 94: 36-39. 


«Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an a 


as ye. think not the Son of man cometh, i Ver, 44. a 
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The first of these scriptures scarcely needs com _ 
ment. The second isa solemn charge upon the 
Church of the present dispensation. - 

‘‘Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom 
his Lord hath made ruler over his household, to 
give them meat in due season? Blessed is that ser- 
_ vant, whom his Lord when He cometh shall find so 
doing. Verily I say unto you, that He shall make 
him ruler over all His goods. But if that evil ser- 
vant shall say in his heart, My Lord delayeth His 
coming; and shall begin to smite his fellow-servants, 
and to eat and drink with the drunken; the Lord of | 
that servant shall come in a day when he looketh 
not for Him, and in an hour when he is not aware 
_ of, and shall cut him asunder, and shall appoint 
him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”—Ver’s. 45-51. 

This is very plain. 

_ The coming of Christ is a great and solemn event 
pending, for which the Church is to look and watch, | 


for which to be ready. That day and hour the Fa- 


ther only knoweth. It will come unexpected to the 
“evil servants” the selfish and ungodly, as the flood 
. €ame upon the antideluvians, and they shall all be 
eut off, and have their “portion with the hypocrites, 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
This does not look like a salvation millennium after 
_ Christ comes the second time. : : 
Inchapter 25, the Kingdom of “Heaven is likened 





unto ten virgins.” ‘ All slept, referring to the gen- an 








36 


eral stupidity and formality that has prevailed. | 


The cry “behold He comes,’ is the discovery and 
announcement ofthe signs of His near approach. 
The wise virgins are those saints who have their 


vessels (hearts) filled with the holy Spirit, the Sane-_ 


tifier. The foolish are all formalists, and deceived 
professors, who know they are not saved now, but 


hope to be some time in the future. At the com-_ 


ing of Christ their lamp, (profession and hope) will 


be found going out. In the margin it reads, “our- 
lamps are going out.” In the very emergency for — 


which their religion was clung to,it now fails them, 


and their false hopeexpires. Othe millions that will — 


meet the fate of the foolish virgins in that day! It 
is sickening to the soul to see the masses of fashion- 
able worldly religidnists that will find themselves 


in the devil’s snares in that awful day. Will there 


then come a thousand years of mercy, offered to all 


of Adams race? Nay only “they that were ready | 


- wentin with Him to the marriage: and the door 
was shut.” Too late, too late. No more opportunity 


HON to eet ready, for all the foolish empty hearted pro-— 


_ fessors. Jesns will say unto them,‘‘I know you not.” 


And in view of this approaching event, He solemn- — 
_ ly charges all His saints, saying, ‘Watch therefore, 
_ forye know not the day nor the hour wherein the 


Son of man cometh”—ver. 13. Language could 
not more clearly warn the Church of God in the 


Ms - present stage of the Kingdom, that the next event is : oan 
_ the coming of Christ, and the fixing ofall menge-. 3 | 
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~ ternal destiny. Doubtless the Apostle Paul allud- 


ed to this lesson and admonition of. Christ; in his | 





first letter to the Thessalonians. 

_ For yourselves know perfectly that the day of 
the Lord so cometh asa thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, peace and safety; then sudden 
destructioncometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shallnot escape. But 
ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day 
should overtake you asa thief in the night.—1 Thess. 
5: 2-4. 

How awful the fact here announced. Tne masses 
will be suddenly surprised by the coming of Christ, 
the day of the Lord; which will not bring an age of 
salvation to Adam’s fallen race, as the lying Tower 
editor says, but “when they shali say, peace and 
safety; (dreaming of the millennium etc.,) then sud- 


den destruction cometh upon them, asa womanin _ 


travail, and they shall not escape.’ But the illu- 
minated saints of God understand the signs of the 
times,therefore that day will not come asa thief unto 


them. They “are looking for and hastening unto 


the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens — 
being on fire shall be dissolved:”—2 Pet. 3: 12. — 
How dare men say another day of increased mercy 
is coming, when the Word of God uniformly charg- 
es the present age that a sudden and final doom 
will close the present economy of Divine ‘mercy ? 
When the devil himself told Kve that God knew 
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the forbidden fruit, he did not more impiously liein 


the face of God, uae all “sage to come messengers of 
the devil do to- day. AR 
Returning to Matt. 25, read the next parable of aE 
of our Saviour, verse 14-30. eh 
‘Hor the agin of heaven is as aman tr aveling © 
in a far country, who called his own servants, and 


_ delivered unto them his goods.” Christ has deliv-— 
ered unto us His own goods, His Spirit, His power, _ 


His glory, His truth, His peace, His joy and grace, 
etc., all of which we are to use, and develop for His 

Hon, till He comes. The Kingdom in its present 
condition, is composed of subjects under such re- 
sponsibilities, and awaiting the return of our King, 


at which time we will haveto give an account ot 
our stewardship, namely confront the final judg- 


ment. ‘After along time the Lord of those ser- 


vants cometh, and reckoneth with them.’’—verse 29. 
This must represent the return of Christ our King, 

and the judgment day. To the faithful it will be 
said: ‘Well done thou good and faithful servant.’ Then 
comes the reward. But how will it fare with those | 


who have not properly served the King? Will He 


give them another thousand years to repent, and re- | 


-. eeive eternal life, as satan’s false prophets teach? — 
No. But the order will be, ‘Cast ye the unprofita- - 


ble servant into outer darkness; there shall be weep- 


J ing and gnashing of teeth. 0. Vor, 30. 


These parables all strikingly teach the fact—that 


- the “Kingdom of Heaven 1s,”—now 7s— in a state 
of expectancy, looking for the return of our great. 
| King, at which time attr final reward will be meet- ahd 
' ed outjand the eternal destiny of all men fixed. But) 
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dropping parables the Divine Teacher proceeds in 
direct narrative form immediately a ne the a- 
bove texts, as follows. 


“¢When the Son of man shall come in His glory, © 


and all the holy angels with Him. then shull He 
sit upon the throne of His glory: and before- Him 
shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate 
them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats.”—Matt. 25: 31, 32. 

“Then shall the King say unto them on Hisright 
hand, come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.”—Ver. 34. 


“Then shall He say unto them on His left hand, . 


depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” — Ver. at, ; 

And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment: but the righteous to life eternal. ”—Matt. 
25: 46. 


A. final and eternal separation of the rabeagne 
and wicked shall take place. The wicked “shall | exe) 
away into everlasting (eternal in the Greek) fire, 
but the righteous ‘into life eternal.’ Now the 

question is, ‘when shall this take place? Answer, 
” When the Son of man shall come in His glory.’ Nota 
thousand years after His second advent; but at the 
_verv instant of His coming. Surely no one but the 
devil himself, who disputed the Word of God through 


the serpent, is satanic enough to dispute the above Sa 
unequivocal statement of yee inspiration..The. . 
devil, who once had to speak through the: serpentye 5 7 ve 
‘finds many human tongues fo serve his purpose TO ae 


day. 


_ Following the record of ie Ciel: and the aaah Nr eon 
struction of beast religion, to > the end of me pun a ae on Pas 
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dispensation, we have then the following announce- 
ment. 


“Behold I come quickly: blessed is he pa Mae ee 


eth the sayings of the prophecy of this bock. 


He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and He : 


which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that 


is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that — 
is holy, let him be holy still. And behold I come — 


quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his works shall be. Blessed are 


they that do His commandments, that they may — 


have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city. For without are 
dogs, aud sorcerers, and whoremongers, and mur- 
derers. aud idolaters, and whosoever loveth and 
maketh a lie.—Rey. 22: 7, 11, 12, 14,15. 





Here the instant of Christ’s second coming, shall — : 
eternally fix the doom of all men, whether pure or — 


filthy. Amen! Come Lord Jesus. 


In all these Scriptures Christ’s second advent is ure. | 


ed upon the Church in the present age as a strong 


inducement to watch and pray, to‘live holy, and be 
ready, for the same, with the solemn warning that — 
our eternal destiny, of either reward or punish. — 
ment, will depend upon the condition we shall be — 
found in that instant. Therefore the coming de- 
_ scribed is not one that will be pending in a future 
age, but the crisis that shall close a present age. | 
! Oihenbie it would not have been charged upon . 

- this age to keep in view. He that is unjust, filthy, | 
+ DOK righteous and holy, let him be so still, is directly a 
a : ‘connected with Speen T come. > quickly, and my 4 
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reward is with me to give every man—both saint 
and sinner— according as his works shall be.” <Al- 
so, then the righteous ‘enter in through the gates_ 
into the city,” Heaven above: and all “dogs” and 
false prophets, “dumb dogs,” “sorcerers,” ‘“whore- _ 
mongers”, “murderers” “idolaters, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie, will be left without.” 

In the Scripture we have cited, itis seen, that 
Christ will ‘descend from heaven witha shout, with 


fhe voice of the archangel, with the trump of God, 


and the dead shall rise first.” That shout ete. will 
call the attention of all, so that every one shall see — 
Him. Amen! 


4. THE SUPPOSED COMING MILLENNIT- 
UM IS A FRAUD, AND FALSE 
HD es A DI T ION. 


We have proved by positive Scripture, that no 


- such general reign of righteousness shall exist on | y ae 


earth just prior to Christ’s coming, as one class of — 
millenniumism teaches. And we have shown by a 


still more extensive class of Scriptures that nothing care 
ofthe kind will follow His second advent. Where | : a 
then does the millennium come in? We answer _ 
if only occupies a place in the superstitious notions 


and creeds of dark age confusion. That is the only. 
realm the Bible leaves for it. History gives us the 


following origin of the tradition. “Oerinthus re- a 


quired his followers to retain part of the mosaical 


‘ hake law, but to resnlai their r lives By, the ee of 
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Christ; and taught that after the resurrection, — 
Christ would reign upon earth, with His faithful 
disciples, a thousand years, which. would be spent 

in the highest sensual indulgences. This mixture © 
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of Judaism and oriental philosophy was calculated 


to make many converts, and this seet became very 
numerous. They admitted_a part of St. Matthew’s 
Gospel, but rejected the rest, and held the epistles 


of Paul in great abhorrence.”—Gregory & Rutter’s 


- Church History, Page 37. 


Here we trace it to, perhaps, the worst heretic of 


the first century, and find its original idea was that 
of a reign of sensual pleasure and lust. 

The Bible teaches a life of triumphant reigning 
in Christ, which the mass of professors never found 
since the apostasy. Hence it was very natural and 
easy to conclude that it must come in the future. 
But we find the saint’s reign on earth is now eijuy- 


ed in Christ Jesus. 


After “the Lion of the tribe of Judah had prevai - 


ed to open the the book, and to loose the seven: 


seals thereof,” and “the seven eyes which are the 


seven spirits of God—the perfect power of the 


_ Divine Spirit—were sent forth into all the earth.” 


_ then we hear all the redeemed shouting praises to 


God and saying: “Thou hast made us unto our (tod 


_ kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth’ 





wo Rey. 1b: 90270, , 
Nothing is said. about this reign on enue Heinen a 


ui thousand years. mes are both nee and eae at tS ok 
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the same time, and ae is In the present reign vor’ 
Divine grace. 


+ “Ye also as lively stones, are built up a spiritual: » 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up. spiritual sac- 
Phos. acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”—1 Pet. 
Bs Ost | 

“But ye are a chosen generation a royal priest--- 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of Him who hath 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”’ 

veL Peto gir 9, 

Again, saith the Hevea: “Grace be unto you, 
and peace * * * from Jesus Christ who is the faith-- 
ful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and 

_ the prince of the kings of the earth Unto Him 

- that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His 

own blood, and hath made us kings and priests un-- 

to God and His Father; to Him be glory and do: 

- minion forever and ever. Amen!’’—Rev. 1: 4-6. 

This is plain and conclusive. We are already: 

kings and priests unto God, and reign on earth. 

Yea, “much more they which receive abundance of” 

grace and of the oift of righteousness shall reign in 

life by one Jesus Christ.”—Rom. 5:17. Notin a 
millennium age yet to come, but we reign now in: 

_ this present life of Divine grace and Reercoust er 

in our souls. | 

“Now ye are full, now ye are rich ye have rel joned. se 

i as kings without us: and I would to God ye did’ — 





} moet that we also might reign, with you. We Cor. vee a 





Bw verse shows. 





- 440 | | 
428, In 2 Cor. 13:9, the Apostle says, “Thisalso 
we wish, even your perfection,” and here the same 
tina plea condition of soul is thus expressed, Sofa Gs 
would to God ye did reign, that we also might — 

reign with you.” If they gained this plain of holy 
triunph, “walking in the light as God isin the light, 
they would have fellowship one with another.” This | 

‘js reigning together with Christ Jesus. So the reign — 

Of the saints on-earth is a present experience, through 

the abundance ‘of Divine grace and the gift of right- 

-eousness. Praise the Lord! | 

But we will notice the texts usually relied upon 
- to teach a coming millennium, one of which often 
-quoted,and more frequently misquoted, is Isa, 11: 6. 

“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 

‘mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” : 

This is generally madeto say that rghteousness 

-shall cover the earth, ete. But it isonly theknowl- — 
sedge of the Lord. "The time was when God was 
only known in Judah and Israel. He had not yet 
been published to all nations. But the New Tes- 
tament commission says: “‘preach my Gospel to- 
every creature,” “teach all nations.” ‘And the 


Gospel of the kingdom must first be preached- _ | 
in ali the world,for a witness to every nation,and then __ 


shall the end come.” This general diffusion of the 
knowledge of the Lord, is simply the kingdom. COR Ga 
heaven preached to the Gentile nations, as i next o 
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“And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse; 
which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it 
shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glori- 
we ous. 2 Tsa. 11 3/10. i : 
“The heathen shall know that T am tlie Lord.”— : 
Eze. 36: 29. 

“And it shall come to pass, that in the place . 
where it was said unto them, ye are not my people;. 
there shall they be called the children of the Living: 

God.” —Rom. 9 : 26. ) | 

The general diffusion of the biswiddee of God refers. 


Pig to the annoucement of the God of creation and re- 





demption; to the nations of the earth. whether the: 
people become savingly acquainted with Him or’ 
‘not. Aah OM | 
“Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and’ 
establish a city with iniquity! Behold, it is not of 
the Lord of hosts that the people shall labor in the: 
the fire, and the people shall weary themselves for 
very vanity? For the earth shall be filled with the: 
knowledge of the glory of the. Lord, as the waters: 
cover the sea. Woe unto the man that giveth his 
neighbor drink, that puttest thy bottle to him and 
makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look om 
their nakedness.”_Habakkuk 2: 12-15: 

Here we have about the same assertion that’ the 
earth shall he filled with: the knowledge of the Lord 
and it is present truth; for as Daniel says, ‘in the 
— time of the end, many should run to and fro, and 
| knowledge shall be increased. And many shall be pu-_ 
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rified and made white and tried.” Andinthesame © 
Holy Spirit fire which purifies the heart, and con- — 

_sumes all sects and denominations. The foolish sect — 
builders are wearying themselves,trying to build up — 
‘what God is burning down. Yea they try to build — 
up their sects even with the blood of slaughtered 
-souls,and with iniquity. And while the earth is be- | 
_ ing filled with the knowledge of the glory of God, the 
cursed liquor trafic is going on, “making men drunk.” 
‘So while this tidal wave of the true light of God is 
flooding the earth,making it a wearisome task for the 
‘babylon builders to work in the very fire of God’s 
‘wrath upon their wood, hay and stubble, the works | 
-of the devil also exist, and no universal reign of ‘ 
-righteousness has come to this earth; nor will there 
be this side of the final judgment, when the right- 
.eous shall enter Heaven, and the wicked eternal hell, 
and the world and the om theraos shall be burn- 
-ed up. 

Now we come to notice the only text where a 
‘thousand years reign is spoken of, and we find it is 
mot in this world at all. t 

To save the time of setting the matter that you | 
‘have by you, please, reader, just lay down the tract 

:and-read Revelations, chapter 20. Here it is im-_ 
:agined that satanis going to be taken out of the world 
for a thousand years, and every body will be right-_ 
-eous. But if that were so, and Christ’s perscnal ad- 
‘vent would take place at the end of that time, He 
vwould find all righteous. But all the Scriptures | 
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teach to the contrary,that wickedness shall abound at. 


the very instant of Hiscoming. Thewhole Scripture _ 


taken together, with the illumination of the’ blessed 
Spirit of God, gives us the following understanding of © 
this matter. First, the binding of satan is not an 
entire removal of him out this world. Surely no 
person would be foolish enough to think that the 
- devil could be bound with a literal chain. A. spir- 
itual being cannot be thus bound. So his binding is 
not a complete confinement, but itis highly figura- 
tive use of language, denoting a partial disappear- 
ance in his personal presence, and operations. In 
second Pet. 2:4, and Jude 6, satan is said to be 
bound in chains of darkness. This has reference to 
his final torment; but if the darkness of hell consti- 


tute chains, which bind the devil, then the thou- 


- gand years of almost utter darkness on earth during © 
the beast’s reign, may also be figuratively termed — 
chains. Hellis a place utterly void of any light, 
of any thing that is pure and good, and satan being — 
confined there will be deprived of an opportunity 
to spoil any thing of God’s creation, and his charac-. 
ter being the destroyer, exclusive darkness torments 
him with the deprivation of anything good tode- 
stroy. To a great extent it was so during the > 
thickest of the dark apostasy that covered about 
one thousand years. These chains of darkness de- 


prived the devil of the gratification of destroying a 


souls that had life and light. at 
“And I saw r the souls of them that were beheaded ‘ i 
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for the witness oF Jesus, and for the Word of f God, 
and which had not worshiped the beast, neither iS 
image, neither had received his mark upon. their 

) foreheads, or in their hands, and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.” Pane 

The thousand years of this reign is the same ae gs 
sand years during which satan was bound, spoken — 
of just before and after. Now. we ask, whet was. 
that reign? .Wasita thousand years cf all right- — 
eousnes on varth? Nothing of the kind is hinted 
at. The reign was not to bea reign of saints, or 
bodily resurrected men and and women on earth. - 
“Nay, it was a thousand years reign with Christ of 
disembodied spirits, the souls of them that had been 
beheaded, during the reign of beast religion; be- 
cause they would net worship their gods. This is 
plain. The reign is not of men physically on earth; 
but of the martyrs that’sealed their faith by dying 
for Jesus, during the persecutions of the papal beast. 

“But the rest of the dead lived not again until 

the thousand years were finished. ‘This is the first 
resurrection.” 

Observe it does not state that, “this is the first 
resurrection,” until the rest of He dead who were to 
live again are mentioned. So the first resurrection 
includes both those souls that were saved and mar- 
tyred at the beginning of the Gospel dispensation, 
and those that are now being made alive a thou- 
sand years later. Blind guides teach that those who 
reign, are the § saints toke literally resurrected 2 a 
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the end of this age, and the rest of the dead are the 


wicked that will be raised up from their graves a 
thousand years later. But this is perverting the 


- Word of God. First, because those who reigned 


are not bodily resurrected saints, but the souls of 
martyrs. Second, because the ones reigning a thou- 
sand years, are not spoken of as the first resurrec- 
tion, and the rest of the dead as another class: but 
both taken together constitute the first resurrection. 
‘Third, it is a contradiction of the Word of God that 
a thousand years will intervene between the resur- 
rection of the righteous and the wicked. 

“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 

earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some 
E sham2 and everlasting dnt: Danie! da: 2: 

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear His 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 
—John 5: 28; 29. | 

These two scriptures are sufficient to prove that 
the resurrection of the good and evil will take place 
in the identical instant, yea, in the same “hour.” 
Those texts already cited, that declare all men shall 
be judged, and the final separation take place at the 


instant of Christ’s second coming,clearly imply that — 


all men will then be raised from the dead. If the 
_ wicked will not be then raised from the grave, how 


can they then be judged ? It is not said He will : 


eee 
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only resurrect, and judge the righteous at His com- | | 


ing. But all that are in the grave shall hear His 


voice the same hour, and shall come forth, both 
good and bad. And He will “judge the quick and 
dead. at His appearing.” Men who are forced to 
misconstrue Rey. 20, as teaching two literal resur- 
rections, only show their ignorance, of the spiritual, 
namely, the first resurrection. ‘Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection.” If 
that were their character, they would understand 
by what resurrection they had attained unto it. 
The two resurrections are clearly set forth in John 
5: 25,and in verses 28, 29. The second we have 
quoted above, the first reads as follows, “Verily, 
Verily, I say unto you, the hour cometh, and now 
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God,and they that hear shall live,”*‘pass from death 
unto life,’verse 24. The first resurrection is the -re- 
sult of obeying conditions. All do not meet the 
conditions, but “they that hear —practically hear 
or do—shall live.” The second resurrection is not 
conditional. ‘The hour cometh in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear His voice and come 
forth,” etc. The first resurrection is clearly that of 
the raising up of our souls into spiritual life. It is 


_ taught in many places in the Word. 


‘Neither yield ye your members as instruments 
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves 
unto God, as those that are ply from the dead. py 
Rom. 6: 13. | 
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“And hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”—Eph. 
2220, 

“ff ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 


which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God. _Ool. Di As 
“On such the second death hath no power. Ray: 


— 20; 6. This is true with all spiritually raised up 
souls, “Q death where is thy sting? O grave where 
is thy victory?” ‘“Thauks be to God who giveth us 
the victory.”’ “The sting of death is sin.” But “the 
blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanseth us from 
all sin.” Therefore, “Our Savior Jesus Christ, hath 
abolished death, and brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel.”—2 Tim. 1:10. We 
‘shall not be hurt of the second death, neither natu- 
ral death or the lake; for “whether we wake (re- 
main in the body) or sleep (our bodies die) we 
shall live together with Him” (Christ. ) 


That you may see more clearly that the first re- 
surrection is a spiritual one, and includes both the 
early saints and martyrs,and the rest of the dead, who 
live again a thousand years later, now in the even- 
ing light, we _call your attention to Rev. 6: 9-11. 
Please read it over. Here we see the same souls 
that are brought to view in Rev. 20. Namely, “the 
souls of them that were slain for the Word of God. 


and for the testimony which they held.” They 


were not literally resurrected saints on earth, but 


the souls of martyrs “under the altar.’ ‘The gold: 


en altar which was before the. throne.’’-—Rev. 8; 4, 
These asked how long it would be until their blood 
would be avenged 0 on them that dwell on the ae 


oT 


Date 
They understood that there was a time coming that . 
God would judge the whore, and pour out His ven- 
geance on the beast powers that had put them to 
death, and finally destroy them by the brightness of 
His coming, and judgment. They were told to “rest 
yet a little season, until their fellow seryants also, 
and their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled.” Here are what is called 
the rest of the dead in chapter 20. They were not 
the wicked, but the brethren of those souls that had 
waited and reigned nearly a thousand years with 
Christ under the altar, before the throne. Itisa 
fact that at the beginning there was a great host of 
saints raised into glorious spiritual life, and made 
“blessed and holy’? Then followed a thousand years 
of utter darkness, when there were scarcely any 
persons receiving the first resurrection. But the re- 
formation has again brought the glorious resurrec- 
tion power of God, and souls are now being raised 
up to reign in life by Christ Jesus. During this 
long period of stagnation the souls of the first saints 
awaited the coming up of their brethren of the even- 
ing light, who are also all martyrs for Christ. 
Martyr means a witness: and it is true that all whol- 
ly sanctified souls have laid down their lives for 
Christ. Thus the redeemed during the early rain, 
and those during the latter rain, or the evening 
light, together constitute the first resurrection. | 
Observe, Rev. 6: 9, that it was under the open-— 
ing of the fifth seal, that the souls of the early 1aar- 
tyrs cried, “how long” ete. Now take your Testa- 


_ ment and read right on the rest of the chapter, and > 


you will see that ‘the opening of the sixth seal cov- 
ers the time of the signs given by the Savior, to in- 
dicate that His second coming is near, and in fact ex- 


tends whet up to the oa “day of His UiGiina ie 
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So the thousand years which babylon confusion im- 


ugines is yet to come, is past already. Instead of be- 
ing amillennium of great peace and righteous- 

ness on earth,it was a long time of darkness,ignorance 
and superstition on earth, when the devil had noth- 


ing to do, and no one had sufficient light and pow- 


er of God to disturb him out of his pit. The reign- 
ing is distinctly declared to be by the souls of men 
that had been slain for their nonconformi- 
ty to the beast, and under the altar before the 
throne of God, and not on the earth. 

Now let us see what takes place at the expira- 
tion of the thousand years. 

From Rev. 6: 11, it is clearly implied that light 


and truth were to come forth again, after this long 


waiting under the altar, which would stir the devil 
out of his pit, and he would rage and foam, and 


come forth to kill the saints of God, as he did be- | 


fore the “hammer of the whole earth was broken;” 
i. e., the Word of God whish torments him was de- 
stroyed by babylon. In Bey. 20: 3, it is clearly 
stated that he must be “loosed a_ little season,” 
after the souls had reigned the thousand years. To 


find this same little season mentioned again read 


chapter 12: 12. Go back and take the connection, 
chapter 11: 2,3. The first beast’s time of reign 
is “forty and two months,” also called “‘a thousand 


two hundred and threescore days.” Both of these — 


denote 1260 years. Following that period, is a 


second form of the apostasy, corresponding with 
the second beast of chapter 18. This is Protestant- 


ism. ‘Three days and a half,” are ascribed to this 


sectarian jollification, Rey. 11:9. These are three — mn 


centuries and a_ half. Beginning with the first 
Protestant er sot A.D, 1580 and ending in 1880. 


At that time the twe witnestes stood “up, ascended , 
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into heaven—the pure Church. Following this 


“there was war in heaven, Michael (the Lord Jesus) 


and His angels fought against the dragon.” And 
the dragon ‘prevailed not, but he and his angels . 


were cast out. That is the cleansing of the sanctu- 
ary spoken of in Daniel. “I heard a loud voice 
saying in heaven,—the pure Church,—now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of His Christ, for the accuser 
of our brethren is cast down.” But ‘“‘woe to the in- 


habitants of the earth and of the sea! for the devil — 


is come down unto you, having great wrath, because 
he knoweth that he hath but ashort time.’’—Rev. 12: 
7-12. Here we see satan is loosed but a “little 
season,” ‘‘a short time,” at the time the separation 
takes place between the devil’s angels—ministers— 


and the Lord’s Church. Daniel locates this war be- — 


tween Michael the Great Prince, and the dragon in 
the “time of the-end.”” In which all that have 
their names written in the book of life shall be de- 


livered out of the dragon’s power. ° “Purified, made 


white and tried”—see Dan. 12. This separation is 
now taking place. But as the thousand years were 
to precede the loosing of satan, and his little while 
of wrath and deception, it is already in the past. 
Satan is loosed. If you doubt it, get filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and preach and testify the Gospel 
af God in this world, and see if yqu will not saon 
see the devil raging. Is itnat true that wherever 
the pure Gospelis preached, the people are soan 
jed to see that satan is loose? Such fiendish spirits 
of hell has never been seen fora thousand years. 
The devil had nothing to do in this world, as long as 


the Bible was chained to the pulpit, and. excluded | 


from the people or preached only by dead priests, 


But when Luther Hea hes some Bible ee BS? 
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‘gainst the devil’s church, he soon cast off his chains 


and appeared in person before the vehement reform- 


-er, who cast an ink-bottle at him. And every in-. 


crease of light and power and truth, the devil has 


made his appearance more desperately. And now 


since his last hiding place—the sect tarpaulins are 
being torn off of him, he is forced out into the field 
of battle, and has come down from his lurking places 


in great wrath, having but aishort season. Now as 
in the days of Christ, personal devils are being — 


cast out of men, which has not been witnessed for 
over a thousand years. 

Read also Rev. 20: 7-9. When loosed from his 
prison satan goes out to deceive the nations which 
are in the four quarters (i.e., scatered everywhere) 
of the earth, Gog and Magog to gather them togeth- 
er to battle, and they went up on the breadth of the 


earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, 


and the beloved city; and fire came down from out 
of heaven and devoured them.” 

Read also Rev. 16: 12-17. Here we see that the 
devil goes forth under three different heads. But 
the announcement follows, “Behold, I (the Lord) 
come as a thief.” In one place the Gog and Magog 
war ends with fire from heaven, and the other place 
by the coming of Christ. This all means the same 
event. Because Christ will “come in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and obey not the Gospel.” The thousand years 
falsely imagined millennium was to precede the — 
loosing of satan; and his going forth to deceive the 
nations, was to end by the personal coming of Christ, 
which the signs declare is now nigh. It therefore 
follows conclusively that the time is now past, and 
no millennium period is promised in the future. 


' The desceptions that the devil is to cause in the na- | 
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ans of the ‘bare is one of a very. signs that 
Christ has given us that His coming is near, as we ih 
have shown in Matt. 24: The nations. that the. 
devil deceives. are’the, denominations. Every sect. 


on earth is being: deceived of the devil, and gather- 


ed together in one.common war against the saints, 

the “beloved city” which is the bride of the Lamb. 

This whole Gog and Magog army are professors of 

religion, being deluded with a deceptive hope. Think- 

_ Ing they will get salvation ina future age, when 
_Christ-comes,or when they die. “And the devil 
that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone.”’etc.—Rev. 20:10. 

So those scriptures that declare that this is the 

last’ dispensation, those that teach Christ is com- 
ing soon, to, resurrect all men, and judge all na- 
tions, and. those scriptures that teach the thou- 
sand: years teign;of the souls ot martyrs are past, 
the loosing of satan, and his going forth to deceive 
the nations » (sects) and eather them together to 
war on God’s pure remnant, a ‘short season,” 1s 
egoing on at” this’ very time: all these Scriptures, 
with all others _ perfectly. harmonize in teaching 
the end of time :near,and. the doom of all men 
‘to be soon and eternally , fixed in ‘Heaven or 
hell. And an.age to come,’ or millennium is all 
a creation of the devil, ‘without a. show: of foun-— 
dation inthe Bible. Iti isa a satanic snare, and drag- 
net of deception, to encourage men to give loose 
reigns to lust and sin-in this life, with a hope to be 
saved i in the future. All doctrines : that point to 
any thing else for salvation but to. Christ; or to any 
other time but now, are doctrines of devils, There- 
fore, “to-day if ye will hear His voice harden not 
your hearts. » «Behold now is the day of salvation. 2 
een after this the Ses Mt Amen! — 
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